Screen shots of the Ferret, version 2.2
Stage I – File Preparation
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Figure 1: Ferret main window, at the start of Stage 1
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Stage 1: Prepare files for plagiarism detection
Select the folder containingtest iles Files inthe selected folder
[ setect Foiser ] [ Fita study of the industrial modisinga]

1My Documents | Forml method for business proces
Cam | fratework for the constiution of m
20 | methodolagy for /Eting and valdat
1 avoeae  roug guieto moseling pt
Ciecs lan empiica tucy of deta modelingp
JEoEs2 [enoices for Construction of Morels
A Boicnd lcommerts on concor report

om i srecois
21 Documents and Settings. -
1 Downloads e

e Ievetring new pracesses for COTS
S ivertioys Dyranics of madels in P
) Buiers Evaluetin pretctve culty ot pc
21 Buicera Experiznce wi sftware process si
Dimas hrovemert thruprocess modeing o
SiReis rschts an modelin from dozen expe
1My Downloads Jitegrated Modeling pdf
My Shared Folder _,;‘ Itegraton of system dynanics majj
« B ‘ | >

0%

Preparcfiies





Figure 2: Files for plagiarism detection are selected and converted to .txt
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Figure 3: Report on successful conversion to .txt, and any invalid files 
Stage II – Files compared and similarity statistics produced

No screen shots

Stage III – Display
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Figure 4:  The table giving the results of comparing each file with each other, ranked by number of matching trigrams. The column “R” gives the resemblance measure for the two files. The results can be ranked by ordering any of the columns.

When the ranked list of similar pairs of documents appears, the lecturer can select any pair to be examined side by side. Then any suspicious pair of documents can be selected and displayed side by side, with matching text highlighted, as shown in Figure 5.
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[We had a brainstorming session towards the end of the lecture and | found that
it helped me visualize and gain a better understanding of the potential uses and
[applications of software agents. It became eviden that the theory and
mplementation of software agent systems involved many disciplines [1
including artificial intelligence. distiibuted systems, human-computer
interaction, economics, game theory. auction theoty. and negotiation theory.

tc. | envisaged how agents could be used to autonomously search for the
(cheapest prices and the best available deals on the Intemet, automate

repetitive tasks. filter information, otc. From my research, | learned that the

[Java progiamming language was widely used in the implementation of software
[agents. Using the resource list at the end of the lecture notes, | found useful
information at the hitp://agents umbe edu/intioduction? web site. The

information on the web site complemented the lecture notes and I learned more
[about the attiibutes, categories and benefits of software agents. It gave me a
Iperspective on the misuse and limitations of software agents and how agents
could communicate with ane another in a distributed environment using languages
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Figure 5: Displaying similar passages side by side. Matching trigrams are bold.

If there is no copying between documents, there will be a sprinkling of matching trigrams. Where plagiarism or collusion has occurred there will be blocks of matching text. Selecting a highlighted word or phrase in one document enables a jump to the matching section in the other document. Texts can be saved, with matching passages highlighted.

